
STUDENT VALUES CONTRACT 
A Statement of Values and Expectations 

The Windward School is committed to providing an excellent education for children with language-
based learning disabilities. The success of this proven program, that reflects current research in the 
field, is founded upon several deeply held principles and a series of expectations for the students and 
parents/guardians in the school community. These principles and expectations include: 

Communication and Mutual Respect: The best education of our students can only occur when 
there is frequent and effective communication between home and school based upon respect for 
the roles that each must play. The School places a high value on personal contact between parents/
guardians and faculty and staff members. Therefore, it provides regular written reports about each 
student and schedules parent conferences several times a year. Faculty and staff members return 
phone calls promptly upon request and set appointments to meet at other specified times.   

 At Windward, parents/guardians are expected to: 
-read and respond to written communications from the School in a timely
manner

-avail themselves of the many opportunities for conferences with teachers
-inform the School of any matter that may seriously affect their child’s learning
-maintain a productive relationship with faculty based upon mutual respect.

Attendance: Children with language-based learning disabilities learn best through systematic, 
explicit instruction. They cannot be expected to teach themselves new material. Windward provides 
a carefully-structured program based upon daily class instruction by specially-trained teachers. 
Students must be in school to benefit from this program. Therefore, we cannot guarantee successful 
instructional outcomes if children are excessively absent or tardy. Homework is not a substitute for 
direct instruction. It is assigned to practice or apply skills that have already been taught and, as 
students grow older, to practice important study skills. 

At Windward parents/guardians are expected to: 
- keep students out of school only for illness or serious family emergencies
- make every effort to see that students are at school before the first class
- understand that homework is not a replacement for classroom instruction
- provide appropriate study space, without distraction, for homework; monitor their

child’s homework behavior; provide encouragement; and give feedback to the teacher if
problems are observed. At Windward, parents/guardians should not be involved in
doing homework for their children.



Social Events Outside of School: Social acceptance is important to all children. For many 
Windward students who have experienced exclusion (or worse) in past school experiences, it is 
critically important to the development of self-confidence and a positive self-image. The School asks 
that parents/guardians let inclusion be the guiding principle when planning group parties. Nothing is 
so devastating to a child as being one of the few in a class not invited to an event that others are 
discussing. If a party or event is going to include a significant number of children, include all 
members of the class if possible, the party should be planned for a weekend or such time that 
children are not departing from School. Invitations may not be handed out at School.  Gifts or 
party favors should not be brought to School. 

Behavior: All children learn best in a serious and orderly environment, where learning is the highest 
priority and all members of the school community are respected. 

At Windward, all students are expected to respect the rights of others in an appropriate atmosphere 
for learning. Parents/guardians are expected to support the School in its insistence on proper 
respect for the rights and feelings of all members of the community. Rules and regulations that are 
age-appropriate are established in each division of the School to guarantee this. Violations of this 
behavior code may result in disciplinary action up to and including suspension or expulsion from the 
school. 

  




