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Ready Player One by Ernest Cline

In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade
Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as
the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this
world's digital confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession
with the pop culture of decades past and that promise massive power and
fortune to whoever can unlock them. But when Wade stumbles upon the
first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate
prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and
confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape.

The Vine Basket by Josanne La Valley

This compelling novel of a Uighur girl is set in East Turkestan. Mehrigul, 14,
faces the growing threat that she will be sent to work in a factory in
southern China. On market day, an American woman offers a large sum of
money to purchase a grapevine basket Mehrigul has made and asks her to
make more. The teen recognizes that her life could change. With the help
and emotional support of her beloved grandfather and the drive to assure
that her younger sister stays in school, Mehrigul begins making the baskets.
This book will expand upon your understanding of the Uighurs from our
writing unit at the beginning of the year. An absorbing read and an
excellent choice for expanding global understanding.

The Martian by Andy Weir (Young Reader’s Version)

The Martian was originally self-published in 2011 to enormous, explosive
accolades. Subsequently, Crown Publishing purchased the rights and re-
released it in 2014. A science fiction novel, the story follows an American
astronaut, Mark Watney, as he becomes stranded alone on Mars and must
improvise in order to survive. Narrated in Watney’s wry, humorous voice, this
book describes humanity working together across galaxies to save the life
of one person, with ingenuity, resolve, despair, resilience, and love.

The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon

Natasha: I’'m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny.
Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who
meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in love with
him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to
Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story.

Daniel: I've always been the good son, the good student, living up to my
parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when | see
her, | forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think that
fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us.

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single
moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will come true?



momse  Jason’s Gold by Will Hobbs

" yFiag ol Far North and @best Fasos

Within hours of hearing the thrilling news, fifteen-year-old Jason Hawthorn
jumps a train for Seattle, stow away on a ship bound for the goldfields, and
joins thousands of fellow prospectors attempting the difficult journey to the
Klondike. The Dead Horse Trail, the infamous Chilkott Pass, and a five-
hundred-mile trip by canoe down the Yukon River lie ahead. With help from
a young writer named Jack London, Jason and his dog face moose, bears,
and the terrors of a subartic winter in this bone-chilling survival story.

Life of Pi by Yann Martel

Yann Martel's imaginative and unforgettable Life of Piis a magical reading
« experience, an endless blue expanse of storytelling about adventure, survival,

: and ultimately, faith. The precocious son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is
L lfG_’ raised in Pondicherry, India, where he tries on various faiths for size, attracting
9? P1 "religions the way a dog attracts fleas."
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Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

A young girl in Harlem discovers slam poetry as a way to understand her
mother’s religion and her own relationship to the world. Xiomara Batista feels
unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. She has learned to let
her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has plenty she wants to
say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather
notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches
feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know
about. With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the
church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself.

e WAR mar - The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

Pass MY L'F_E This #1 New York Times bestseller is an exceptionally moving story of triumph
against all odds set during World Watr Il. Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-
room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her
outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the
war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. So begins a new
adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the
two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches
for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and
Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together through
wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of their
mother?




The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

The Old Man and the Sea is the story of an epic struggle between an old,
seasoned fisherman and the greatest catch of his life. For eighty-four days,
Santiago, an aged Cuban fisherman, has set out to sea and returned empty-
handed. So conspicuously unlucky is he that the parents of his young, devoted
apprentice and friend, Manolin, have forced the boy to leave the old man in
order to fish in a more prosperous boat. Nevertheless, the boy continues to care
for the old man upon his return each night. He helps the old man tote his gear to
his ramshackle hut, secures food for him, and discusses the latest developments
in American baseball, especially the trials of the old man’s hero, Joe DiMaggio.
Santiago is confident that his unproductive streak will soon come to an end, and
he resolves to sail out farther than usual the following day.

PANIEL KEYES. Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

Flowers for Algernon is the beloved, classic story of a mentally disabled man

whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an
Clauers Bf extraordinary lab mouse. In poignant diary entries, Charlie tells how a brain
operation increases his IQ and changes his life. As the experimental procedure
takes effect, Charlie's inteligence expands until it surpasses that of the doctors
who engineered his metamorphosis. The experiment seems to be a scientific
breakthrough of paramount importance--until Algernon begins his sudden,
unexpected deterioration. Will the same happen to Charlie?

Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer (series, book 1)

Jack was eleven when the berserkers loomed out of the fog and nabbed him.
The yearis A.D. 793. In the next months, Jack and his little sister, Lucy, are
enslaved by Olaf One-Brow and his fierce young shipmate, Thorgil. With a crow
named Bold Heart for mysterious company, they are swept up into an
adventure-quest in the spirit of The Lord of the Rings. Award-winner Nancy
Farmer has never told a richer, funnier tale, nor offered more timeless
encouragement to young seekers than "Just say no to pillaging.”




