
Ms. Frelinghuysen and Mr. Orfei’s Summer Reading List 
 
 

 

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 
 
In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels 
alive is when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted 
his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines—puzzles 
that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and 
that promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them.  But when 
Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to 
take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to 
win—and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape. 
 
 

 

The Vine Basket by Josanne La Valley 
 
East Turkestan is the setting for this compelling novel of a Uyghur girl.  Mehrigul, 14, 
faces the growing threat that she will be sent to work in a factory in southern China. 
On market day, an American woman offers a large sum of money to purchase a 
grapevine basket Mehrigul has made and asks her to make more.  The teen recognizes 
that her life could change. With the help and emotional support of her beloved 
grandfather and the drive to assure that her younger sister stays in school, Mehrigul 
begins making the baskets.  The realistic and satisfying resolution will resonate with 
readers, even as they learn the fascinating details of an unfamiliar culture. An 
absorbing read and an excellent choice for expanding global understanding. 
 
 

 

Jason’s Gold by Will Hobbs  
 
Within hours of hearing the thrilling news, fifteen-year-old Jason Hawthorn jumps a 
train for Seattle, stow away on a ship bound for the goldfields, and joins thousands of 
fellow prospectors attempting the difficult journey to the Klondike. The Dead Horse 
Trail, the infamous Chilkott Pass, and a five-hundred-mile trip by canoe down the 
Yukon River lie ahead. With help from a young writer named Jack London, Jason and 
his dog face moose, bears, and the terrors of a subarctic winter in this bone-chilling 
survival story. 
 

 

 
 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
 
Yann Martel's imaginative and unforgettable Life of Pi is a magical reading experience, an 
endless blue expanse of storytelling about adventure, survival, and ultimately, faith. The 
precocious son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is raised in Pondicherry, India, where 
he tries on various faiths for size, attracting "religions the way a dog attracts fleas." 
 



 

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 
 
Jessica thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She’s not comforted by 
the news that she’ll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about 
walking when you live to run? As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the 
spotlight and invisible. People who don’t know what to say act like she’s not there. Jessica’s 
embarrassed to realize that she’s done the same to a girl with CP named Rosa. A girl who is 
going to tutor her through all the math she’s missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of 
her.  With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may 
actually be able to run again. But that’s not enough for her now. She doesn’t just want to 
cross finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa with her. 

 
 

 

 

That was Then, This is Now by S.E. Hinton 
 
Ever since Mark's parents died, he has been living with Bryon. The boys are more like 
brothers than mere friends. They've been inseparable--until recently. Something seems to 
be changing between them, and Bryon can't figure it out. Is it Cathy, Bryon's new 
girlfriend? Is Mark jealous? Bryon is also tired of the street fighting, but Mark seems unable 
to quit. And where is Mark getting all of that money? 
 

 
 

 

 

Acceleration by Graham McNamee 
 
It’s a hot, hot summer, and in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority’s Lost and 
Found, 17-year-old Duncan is cataloging lost things and sifting through accumulated junk. 
And between Jacob, the cranky old man who runs the place, and the endless dusty boxes 
overflowing with stuff no one will ever claim, Duncan’s just about had enough. Then he 
finds a little leather book. It’s a diary filled with the dark and dirty secrets of a twisted mind, 
a serial killer stalking his prey in the subway. And Duncan can’t make himself stop reading. 
What would you do with a book like that? How far would you go to catch a madman? And 
what if time was running out… 

 
 

 

 
 

Basher Five-Two by Captain Scott O’Grady 
 
On June 2, 1995, while 29-year-old Air Force Captain Scott O'Grady flew his 47th mission 
over Bosnia, his F-16 fighter plane was downed by a Serbian land missile. O'Grady relates 
the events of his six-day, harrowing adventure after parachuting from his disabled plane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 
 
Phillip is excited when the Germans invade the small island of Curaçao. War has always 
been a game to him, and he’s eager to glimpse it firsthand–until the freighter he and his 
mother are traveling to the United States on is torpedoed. When Phillip comes to, he is on 
a small raft in the middle of the sea. Besides Stew Cat, his only companion is an old West 
Indian, Timothy. By the time the castaways arrive on a small island, Phillip’s head injury 
has made him blind and dependent on Timothy. 
 
 

 
 

City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau 
 
It is always night in the city of Ember but there is no moon, no stars. The only light during 
the regular twelve hours of "day" comes from flood lamps that cast a yellowish glow over 
the streets of the city. Beyond are the pitch-black Unknown Regions, which no one has 
ever explored because an understanding of fire and electricity has been lost, and with it the 
idea of a Moveable Light. 
 
 
 

 

Eagle Strike by Anthony Horowitz 
 
Millions adore him. A philanthropist. Anti-drug crusader. Peace activist. And former pop 
star the likes of which the world has never seen. Sir Damian Cray even has the president's 
ear. Yet the president's ear is not enough for Damian. He wants more. Such as the 
president's fingerprints. So he can manipulate computer systems only the President of the 
United States has access to. So he can launch nuclear missiles. From aboard Air Force One. 
All in the name of peace... So what if a few million lives are lost in the process?  Teen spy 
Alex Rider survives a bullfight, a high-speed bicycle chase through Amsterdam, and even 
being the target in a human video-game, only to face his most disturbing challenge yet: 
when the best of intentions are driven by insanity, how do you reason with a madman? 
 

 

 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles 
 
The volatile world of male adolescence provides the backdrop for John Knowles' 
engrossing tale of love, hate, war, and peace. Sharing a room at Devon, an exclusive New 
England prep school, in the summer prior to World War II, Gene and Phineas form a 
complex bond of friendship that draws out both the best and worst characteristics of each 
boy and leads ultimately to violence, a confession, and the betrayal of trust. 



 

Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi 
 
After being declared a "wolf's head" by his manor's corrupt steward for a crime he didn't 
commit (meaning that anyone can kill him like a common animal--and collect a reward), 
this timid boy has to flee a tiny village that's the only world he's ever known. But before 
our protagonist escapes, Avi makes sure that we're thoroughly briefed on the injustices of 
feudalism--the countless taxes cottars must pay, the constant violence, the inability of a 
flawed church to protect its parishioners, etc. Avi then folds in the book's central mystery 
just as the boy is leaving: "Asta's son," as he's always been known, learns from the village 
priest that his Christian name is Crispin, and that his parents' origins--and fates--might be 
more perplexing than he ever imagined. 
 
 

 

A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 
 
A stunning thriller about a girl who must escape to freedom after the Berlin Wall divides 
her family between east and west. With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta 
finds her family suddenly divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the 
eastern side, controlled by the Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west 
in search of work, cannot return home. She, her family, her neighbors and friends are 
prisoners in their own city.  But one day, while on her way to school, Gerta spots her father 
on a viewing platform on the western side, pantomiming a peculiar dance. Then, when she 
receives a mysterious drawing, Gerta puts two and two together and concludes that her 
father wants Gerta and Fritz to tunnel beneath the wall, out of East Berlin. However, if 
they are caught, the consequences will be deadly. No one can be trusted. Will Gerta and 
her family find their way to freedom? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton 
 
Bioengineers clone 15 species of dinosaurs and establish an island preserve where tourists 
can view the large reptiles; chaos ensues when a rival genetics firm attempts to steal frozen 
dinosaur embryos, and it's up to two kids, a safari guide and a paleontologist to set things 
right. 
 

 

 
The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger 
 
The powerfully destructive forces of nature that created the Halloween Gale of 1991 are 
made vivid through interviews with survivors, families, and Coast Guard rescue crews. 
True adventure at its best. 
 



 
 

 

The Other Side of Truth by Beverly Naidoo 
 
Sade, the 12-year-old protagonist of Naidoo's sophisticated and emotional novel, must flee 
her native Nigeria with her younger brother after their mother is killed in a shooting. Their 
father, a muckraking journalist in trouble with the military government, is the target. Sade 
and 10-year-old Femi soon find themselves stranded in London, abandoned by the woman 
paid to smuggle them into the country, and at the mercy of mostly friendly, but foreign 
government agencies, foster families and teachers. 
 

 

Hoops by Walter Dean Myers 
 
All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson while he practices with his team for a 
city-wide basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie has what it 
takes to be a pro-basketball player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure. Cal 
knows because he, too, once had the chance--but sold out. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline B. Cooney 
 
Janie can't believe that her loving parents kidnapped her, but as she begins to piece things 
together, nothing makes sense. Something is terribly wrong. Are Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
really Janie's parents? And if not, who is Janie Johnson, and what really happened? 

 
 

Someone Named Eva by Joan M. Wolf 
 
Eleven-year-old Milada lives with her family and plays with her best friend in 
Czechoslovakia. Life seems to be normal, with stories of Hitler and Germany far away. But 
one night, soldiers come into the house and take the family in different directions. 

 


