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Abduction by Peg Kehret  

Matt is missing. Bonnie's brother left his classroom to use the bathroom —and 
disappeared. A police dog traces his scent to the curb, where he apparently got 
into a vehicle. But why would Matt go anywhere with a stranger? Overwhelmed 
with fear, Bonnie discovers that her dog is gone, too. Was Pookie used as a lure 
for Matt? Bonnie makes one big mistake in her attempt to find her brother. In a 
chilling climax on a Washington State ferry, Bonnie and Matt must outsmart 
their abductor or pay with their lives. 
 

 

 

Among the Betrayed by Margaret Peterson Haddix (*series) 

The Third book in The Shadow Children Series. Nina Idi, a third child in a 
society where families are allowed only two children, has been betrayed by the 
boy she loved, and arrested by the Population Police for exposing other alleged 
third children. Angry and confused, Nina knows only one thing for sure: She is 
innocent of the charges. But now she is faced with the most difficult choice of 
her life: Get three other prisoners to admit they are shadow children and be 
spared herself, or refuse to cooperate and be killed.  The options are clear. The 
choice, Nina discovers, is not.... 

* This book is part of a series. Any other book from this series would be a great 
choice as well.   

 

 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

Twelve-year-old Artemis is a millionaire, a genius-and above all, a criminal 
mastermind. But Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a 
fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of the 
bedtime stories-they're dangerous! 

 

 

 

 

 

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 

It’s the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. There’s . . . 
Jessica, the new girl, smart and perceptive, who’s having a hard time fitting in; 
Alexia, a bully, your friend one second, your enemy the next; Peter, class 
prankster and troublemaker; Luke, the brain; Danielle, who never stands up 
for herself; shy Anna, whose home situation makes her an outcast; and Jeffrey, 
who hates school. Only Mr. Terupt, their new and energetic teacher, seems to 
know how to deal with them all. He makes the classroom a fun place, even if he 
doesn’t let them get away with much . . . until the snowy winter day when an 
accident changes everything—and everyone. 
 



 

Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Muñoz Ryan  
 
Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw has had a lot to struggle with in her young life, her 
name for one. Then there are her clothes (sewn in polyester by Gram), her 
difficulty speaking up, and her status at school as "nobody special." But 
according to Gram, most problems can be overcome with positive thinking. And 
with Gram and her little brother, Owen, Naomi's life at Avocado Acres Trailer 
Rancho in California is happy and peaceful...until their mother reappears after 
seven years of being gone, stirring up all sorts of questions and challenging 
Naomi to discover and proclaim who she really is. 
 

 

 

The Boy who Saved Baseball by John H. Ritter 

Tom Gallagher is in a tight spot. The fate of the Dillontown team rests on the 
outcome of one baseball game, winner take all. If Tom's team loses, they lose 
their field too. But how can they possibly win? Just when everything seems 
hopeless, a mysterious boy named Cruz de la Cruz rides into town and claims 
to know the secret of hitting. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brian’s Hunt by Gary Paulsen (*series) 

Brian, now 16, is back in the wilderness and encounters a savagely wounded 
dog. He makes his way to the lake island home of the Cree man he met where 
he discovers the tragedy that led to the dog's liberation. 

* This book is part of a series. Any other book from this series would be a great 
choice as well.   

 

Brian’s Return by Gary Paulsen (*series) 

A deer in his canoe, a bear attack, a leg stabbed with an arrowhead--it's just 
another week in the life of 16-year-old Brian Robeson. In his opinion, this beats 
a date at Mackey's Pizza Den, a fight with a bully, and a video game at the mall 
any day. After having survived a plane crash and 54 days in the Canadian 
wilderness several years earlier, Brian can't seem to fit into "civilization." The 
world of high school and family life makes no sense anymore. So Brian begins 
to plan. It's time to return to the woods. This time, though, he makes no plans 
to come back home.  

* This book is part of a series. Any other book from this series would be a great 
choice as well.   

 



 
 

Castle in the Attic by Elizabeth Winthrop 

A gift of a toy castle, complete with silver knight, introduces William to an 
adventure involving magic and a personal quest. 

 

 

Eggs by Jerry Spinelli 

Eggs is a quirky and moving novel about two very complicated, damaged 
children. David has recently lost his mother to a freak accident, his salesman 
father is constantly on the road, and he is letting his anger out on his 
grandmother. Primrose lives with her unstable, childlike, fortuneteller mother, 
and the only evidence of the father she never knew is a framed picture. Despite 
their age difference (David is 9, Primrose is 13), they forge a tight yet 
tumultuous friendship, eventually helping each other deal with what is missing 
in their lives. 

 

 

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine 

At birth, Ella is inadvertently cursed by an imprudent fairy named Lucinda, 
who bestows on her the "gift" of obedience. Anything anyone tells her to do, Ella 
must obey. Her intelligence and saucy nature keep her in good stead as she 
sets out on a quest for freedom and self-discovery, trying to track down 
Lucinda to undo the curse, fending off ogres, befriending elves, and falling in 
love with a prince along the way. Yes, there is a pumpkin coach, a glass 
slipper, and a happily ever after, but this is the most remarkable, delightful, 
and profound version of Cinderella you've ever read. 

 

Ferguson’s Career Biography Series 

The Ferguson Career Biographies series tells the stories of some of the world's 
most admired people, focusing on the subject's early education and training, 
the challenges faced on the job, important career mentors, and career 
achievements. Students follow each person's journey along one or more career 
paths and get a sense of the person's historical importance. 



 

Frozen Stiff by Sherry Shahan 

What begins as a two-night camping and kayaking trek in the untamed 
Alaskan wilderness turns into a test of survival for Cody and her cousin Derek. 
While their mothers are in Juneau picking up supplies for Yakutat Lodge, the 
cousins sneak off in an old pickup. The taste of freedom is soon tainted when 
Cody's kayak is lost on the rising tide, washing away her life vest and precious 
supplies. With only each other for support, the cousins face hunger and their 
fears of the unknown region of Southeast Alaska. As an advancing glacier 
floods the remote fjord, Cody and Derek find themselves facing menacing 
waves, immense icebergs, and wild animals. A sense that someone is following 
them adds to the formidable danger. 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (*series) 

 
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the 
single-engine plane in which eh is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself 
alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a tattered Windbreaker and 
the hatchet his mother gave him as a present—and the dreadful secret that has 
been tearing him apart since his parents’ divorce. But now Brian has no time 
for anger, self-pity, or despair – it will take all his know-how an determination, 
and more courage than he knew the possessed, to survive.  

 

 

The Homework Machine by Dan Gutman 

Fifth-grader Brenton is a computer genius, but the other three members of his 
work group think he's a nerd. So, when he tells them that he has invented a 
machine that does homework, they taunt him until he agrees to demonstrate. 
The machine actually works, and Kelsey, Sam, and Judy convince him to let 
them use it. At first, they are delighted with their freedom, but things quickly 
get out of hand. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

I’m Not Who You Think I Am by Peg Kehret 

An odd woman confronts Ginger at the bus stop and divulges an unbelievable 
secret. While Ginger tries to decide what to do with the woman's strange 
information, she is involved in a school controversy between some parents and 
her favorite teacher. Suspense is interwoven with issues of loyalty and honor as 
Ginger desperately tries to save both her identity and her life. 

 

 

 

 



 

Lost and Found by Andrew Clements 

When the Graysons move to a new town, 12-year-old twins Jay and Ray take 
advantage of a paperwork glitch at school to see what it would be like not to be 
regarded as one of a matched pair. They take turns going to school, each 
answering to the name Jay Grayson. Though physically Ray and Jay are nearly 
identical, their different personalities, abilities, and interests (not to mention 
the difficulties of one twin staying home each day and logistics of not appearing 
together in public) make it difficult to keep up the game for long. 
 
 
 
  

 

Lunch Money by Andrew Clements 

Sixth-grader Greg Kenton has always had a talent for making money. His latest 
scheme, creating and selling miniature comic books, looks to be a success. 
However, problems arise when his classmate and longtime nemesis, Maura, 
competes with him by making her own mini-stories. Even worse, the principal, 
who believes that comic books are nasty and violent, bans their sale at school. 

 

 

 

Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen 

When the narrator's grandmother gives him an old rider mower for his 12th 
birthday, his life changes; he senses "some kind of force behind it."  He begins 
a dizzying ascent up the financial ladder. The young tycoon ends up smarter 
than when he started out, and worth half a million dollars. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
What if the gods of Olympus, Greece were alive in the 21st Century? What if 
they still fell in love with mortals and had children who might become great 
heroes — like Theseus, Jason and Hercules? What if you were one of those 
children?  This is the first book is a series.  They are all terrific. 

 

 

 

 

 

My Dog, My Hero by Betsy Byars 

This delightful book is a collection of eight stories about extraordinarily heroic 
dogs. Each of the tales is told from the point of view of a contestant entering a 
dog in the My Hero contest. Drama, humor, excitement, and love fuel these 
short, well-written stories that are certain to be relished by dog lovers. 

 

 

 



 

No Talking by Andrew Clements 

Dave Packer's classmates are so boisterous and difficult to quiet down that the 
teachers have dubbed them "The Unshushables." Dave has just read about 
Mahatma Gandhi and learned that the man practiced silence one day a week to 
bring order to his mind. Though Dave likes to talk nonstop, he's determined to 
give the idea a try.  

 

  

On the Court with Michael Jordon by  Matt Christopher 

Matt Christopher, the number one sports writer for kids, profiles basketball 
superstar Michael Jordan, covering his childhood, college career, rookie years, 
and current professional standing. Real-life sports action makes for a reading 
experience that's not to be missed.  

*Any other biographies from this author are a great choice as well. 

 

 

 
 

 

Riding Freedom by Pam Munos Ryan 

This fictionalized biography of the first woman to vote in the state of California, 
and perhaps in the whole United States, is fascinating. Charlotte Parkhurst, 
known as Charley, spent most of her life masquerading as a man. Raised in an 
orphanage where she is the only girl, she is prevented from being adopted by 
the staff, who put her to work in the kitchen. Her preference is to be with the 
horses and the elderly man who cares for them. 

 

 

 
 

  

Soccer Halfback by Matt Christopher 

A young boy is pressured by his family to abandon his promising soccer career 
for football.   

 

 

 

 

 

S.O.R. Losers by Avi 

The South Orange River (S.O.R.) School is big on sports and famous for not 
losing a game all season. That all changes when the school insists that some 
seventh-grader non-jocks form a soccer team. The new team is sure that losing 
their first game 32-0 will put an end to their athletic adventure, but no such 
luck. 

 

 

 
 



 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate Dicamillo  
(Author of Because of Winn-Dixie) 

Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, 
stories, and a princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, 
who lives in the darkness and covets a world filled with light. And it is the story 
of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple, impossible 
wish. These three characters are about to embark on a journey that will lead 
them down into a horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, 
into each other's lives.  

 

 
 

  

The Volcano Disaster by Peg Kehret 

Warren Spalding is sent to live with his grandmother after his father dies in an 
accident and his mother returns to college. There he discovers his grandfather's 
invention, an Instant Commuter. Accidentally, the boy is transported back in 
time to the slopes of Mt. St. Helens just minutes before its eruption in 1980.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

When the Sea Turned to Silver by Grace Lin 

(This book is by the same author as Where the Mountain Meets the Moon) 

Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most exciting tales for her 
granddaughter and the other villagers. However, the peace is shattered one 
night when soldiers of the Emperor arrive and kidnap the storyteller. 
 
Everyone knows that the Emperor wants something called the Luminous Stone 
That Lights the Night. Determined to have her grandmother returned, Pinmei 
embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone alongside her friend Yishan, 
a mysterious boy who seems to have his own secrets to hide. 

 

 

Within My Reach…My Everest Story by Mark Pfetzer 

In May 1996, Mark Pfetzer at age 16 was the youngest climber on Mount 
Everest to reach 26,000 feet, and his gripping autobiography focuses 
exclusively on his mountain climbing achievements. 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 


