
Ms. Bonavita’s Summer Reading List 

 

Among the Betrayed by Margaret Peterson Haddix (Among the Hidden Series, Book # 3)  

Nina Idi—a third child in a society where families are allowed only two 
children–has been betrayed by the boy she loved and arrested by the 
Population Police for exposing other alleged third children. Angry and 
confused, Nina knows only one thing for sure: She is innocent of the charges. 
But now she is faced with the most difficult choice of her life: Get three other 
prisoners to admit they are shadow children and be spared herself or refuse 
to cooperate and be killed. The options are clear. The choice, Nina discovers, 
is not…. 

*You may read any books in the “Shadow Children” series!  

 

Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix (The Missing Series, Book #1) 

Thirteen-year-old Jonah has always known that he was adopted, and he’s 
never thought it was any big deal. Then he and a new friend, Chip, who’s 
also adopted, begin receiving mysterious letters. The first one says, “You 
are one of the missing.” The second one says, “Beware! They’re coming 
back to get you.” Jonah, Chip, and Jonah’s sister, Katherine, are plunged 
into a mystery that involves the FBI, a vast smuggling operation, an airplane 
that appeared out of nowhere — and people who seem to appear and 
disappear at will. The kids discover they are caught in a battle between two 
opposing forces that want very different things for Jonah and Chip’s lives. 

          *This is the first book in “The Missing” series. They are all terrific! 

Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen (Brian’s Saga Series, Book #3) In the Newbery Honor-winning  

 

Hatchet, thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson learned to survive alone in the 
Canadian wilderness, armed only with his hatchet. As millions of readers 
know, he was rescued at the end of the summer. But what if that hadn't 
happened? What if Brian had been left to face his deadliest enemy--winter? 

 
*You may read any of the books in the “Brian’s Saga” series! 

 

 



Lawn Boy by Gary Paulsen 

 

When the narrator's grandmother gives him an old rider mower for his 12th 
birthday, his life changes; he senses "some kind of force behind it."  He 
begins a dizzying ascent up the financial ladder. The young tycoon ends up 
smarter than when he started out, and worth half a million dollars. 

 

 

 

 

Starry River of the Sky by Grace Lin  

(Author of Where the Mountain Meets the Moon) 

The moon is missing from the remote Village of Clear Sky, but only a young 
boy named Rendi seems to notice! Rendi has run away from home and is 
now working as a chore boy at the village inn. He can't help but notice the 
village's peculiar inhabitants and their problems. But one day, a mysterious 
lady arrives at the Inn with the gift of storytelling, and slowly transforms the 
villagers and Rendi himself. As she tells more stories and the days pass in 
the Village of Clear Sky, Rendi begins to realize that perhaps it is his own 
story that holds the answers to all those questions. 
 

 

When the Sea Turned to Silver by Grace Lin  

(Author of Where the Mountain Meets the Moon) 

Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most exciting tales for 
her granddaughter and the other villagers. However, the peace is shattered 
one night when soldiers of the Emperor arrive and kidnap the storyteller. 
Everyone knows that the Emperor wants something called the Luminous 
Stone That Lights the Night. Determined to have her grandmother returned, 
Pinmei embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone alongside her 
friend Yishan, a mysterious boy who seems to have his own secrets to hide. 
Together, the two must face obstacles usually found only in legends to find 
the Luminous Stone and save Pinmei's grandmother--before it's too late. 

 



 
 
The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo  

(Author of Because of Winn-Dixie)  

Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with 
music, stories, and a princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called 
Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and covets a world filled with light. And 
it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl who harbors a 
simple, impossible wish. These three characters are about to embark on a 
journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up into a glittering 
castle, and, ultimately, into each other's lives.  

 

 

Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson (Peter and the Starcatchers Series, 
Book #1) 

Peter and the Starcatchers, written by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson, is the 
prequel to the Peter Pan story. It is the story of Peter and his friends and their 
magical adventure that takes Peter from a mundane orphan boy from England 
to an immortal flying boy on the magical island of Never Land.  

 

        

  *You can read any of the books in the series!  

 

 

A Whole New World: A Twisted Tale by Liz Braswell (A Twisted Tale Series, Book #1) 

What if Aladdin had never found the lamp? This paperback edition of the 
first book in the A Twisted Tale line will explore a dark and daring version 
of Disney's Aladdin. When Jafar steals the Genie's lamp, he uses his first two 
wishes to become sultan and the most powerful sorcerer in the world. 
Agrabah lives in fear, waiting for his third and final wish. To stop the power-
mad ruler, Aladdin and the deposed princess Jasmine must unite the people 
of Agrabah in rebellion. But soon their fight for freedom threatens to tear the 
kingdom apart in a costly civil war. 

 

 



 

Once Upon a Dream: A Twisted Tale by Liz Braswell (A Twisted Tale Series, Book #2)  

What if the sleeping beauty never woke up? Once Upon a Dream marks the 
second book in a new YA line that reimagines classic Disney stories in 
surprising new ways. It should be simple--a dragon defeated, a slumbering 
princess in a castle, a prince poised to wake her. But when the prince falls 
asleep as his lips touch the fair maiden's, this fairy tale is far from over.  

 

 

 

 

Reflection: A Twisted Tale by Elizabeth Lim (A Twisted Tale Series, Book #3)  

What if Mulan had to travel to the Underworld? When Captain Shang is 
mortally wounded by Shan Yu in battle, Mulan must travel to the 
Underworld, Diyu, in order to save him from certain death. But King Yama, 
the ruler of Diyu, is not willing to give Shang up easily. With the help of 
Shang's great lion guardian ShiShi, Mulan must traverse Diyu to find Shang's 
spirit, face harrowing obstacles, and leave by sunrise--or become King 
Yama's prisoner forever. Moreover, Mulan is still disguised as the soldier 
called Ping, wrestling with the decision to reveal her true identity to her 
closest friend. Will Mulan be able to save Shang before it's too late? Will he 
ever be able to trust her again? Or will she lose him--and be lost in the 
Underworld--forever? 

 

 

The Discovery (Dive, Book 1) by Gordon Korman  

Four kids are diving to explore an underwater habitat that's just been altered 
by a seismic event. What they find, though, is much more than fish - it's sunken 
treasure. Can they salvage it without anyone else getting to it first? Will the 
prospect of wealth set them against one another? And what about those sharks? 
Dive is an action-packed trilogy (it includes books 2 & 3).  

*Gordon Korman has other trilogies: Island, Everest 

 

 

 



The Volcano Disaster by Peg Kehret  

(Author of Saving Lilly and Nightmare Mountain) 

Warren Spalding is sent to live with his grandmother after his father dies in an 
accident and his mother returns to college. There he discovers his grandfather's 
invention, an Instant Commuter. Accidentally, the boy is transported back in 
time to the slopes of Mt. St. Helens just minutes before its eruption in 1980.   

 

 

 

Riding Freedom by Pam Muñoz Ryan  

(Author of Esperanza Rising)  

In this fast-paced, courageous, and inspiring story, readers adventure with 
Charlotte Parkhurst as she first finds work as a stable hand, becomes a famous 
stage-coach driver (performing brave feats and outwitting bandits), finds love 
as a woman but later resumes her identity as a man after the loss of a baby and 
the tragic death of her husband, and ultimately settles out west on the farm 
she'd dreamed of having since childhood. It wasn't until after her death that 
anyone discovered she was a woman. 
 

 

 

Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Muñoz Ryan  

(Author of Esperanza Rising)  
 
Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw has had a lot to struggle with in her young life, 
her name for one. Then there are her clothes (sewn in polyester by Gram), her 
difficulty speaking up, and her status at school as "nobody special." But 
according to Gram, most problems can be overcome with positive thinking. 
And with Gram and her little brother, Owen, Naomi's life at Avocado Acres 
Trailer Rancho in California is happy and peaceful...until their mother 
reappears after seven years of being gone, stirring up all sorts of questions and 
challenging Naomi to discover and proclaim who she really is. 

 

 

 



I’m Not Who You Think I Am by Peg Kehret  

(Author of Saving Lilly and Nightmare Mountain)  

Who is the strange woman in the white car watching Ginger? She appears at 
Ginger's birthday party, at her school, and in front of her house, but Ginger 
has never met her before. When she confronts Ginger, she reveals a secret that 
will change Ginger's life. And when the woman's confrontations become 
threatening, Ginger is forced into a crisis of loyalty and honor—a crisis from 
which her family might never recover. 

 

 

 

 

Abduction by Peg Kehret  

(Author of Saving Lilly and Nightmare Mountain)  

Matt is missing. Bonnie's brother left his classroom to use the bathroom —and 
disappeared. A police dog traces his scent to the curb, where he apparently got 
into a vehicle. But why would Matt go anywhere with a stranger? 
Overwhelmed with fear, Bonnie discovers that her dog is gone, too. Was 
Pookie used as a lure for Matt? Bonnie makes one big mistake in her attempt 
to find her brother. In a chilling climax on a Washington State ferry, Bonnie 
and Matt must outsmart their abductor or pay with their lives. 

 

 

The Ghost Sitter by Peni R. Griffin  

 

Charlotte is looking forward to a great summer in her new home, despite her 
many baby-sitting duties. But someone else seems to be helping her watch her 
little brother. Someone only he can see. Gradually Charlotte realizes her all-
too-normal house is haunted-by the ghost of a girl who doesn't or won't realize 
that she's dead. 

 

 

 



 

Lost and Found by Andrew Clements  

(Author of Frindle)  

Identical twins Ray and Jay Grayson are moving to a new town. Again. But at 
least they’ll have each other’s company at their new school. Except, on the 
first day of sixth grade, Ray stays home sick, and Jay quickly discovers a major 
mistake: No one knows about his brother. Ray’s not on the attendance lists 
and doesn’t have a locker, or even a student folder. Jay decides that this lost 
information could be very…useful. And fun. Maybe even a little dangerous. 

 

 

 

No Talking by Andrew Clements  

(Author of Frindle)  

It’s boys vs. girls when the noisiest, most talkative, and most competitive fifth 
graders in history challenge one another to see who can go longer without 
talking. Teachers and school administrators are in an uproar, until an 
innovative teacher sees how the kids’ experiment can provide a terrific and 
unique lesson in communication. 

 

 

 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer (Artemis Fowl Series, Book #1)  

 
Twelve-year-old Artemis is a millionaire, a genius-and above all, a criminal 
mastermind. But Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a 
fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of the 
bedtime stories-they're dangerous! 
 

*This is the first book in a series. They are all terrific! 

 

 

 



Loser by Jerry Spinelli  

Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to 
be like his dad when he grows up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all 
the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls with laughter over a word 
like "Jabip."Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is 
too busy to hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And one 
winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that any name can someday become 
"hero." 

  

 

 

 

Masterminds by Gordon Korman (Masterminds series, Book #1) 

Eli Frieden has never left Serenity, New Mexico...why would he ever want 
to? Then one day, he bikes to the edge of the city limits and something so 
crazy and unexpected happens, it changes everything. Eli convinces his 
friends to help him investigate further, and soon it becomes clear that nothing 
is as it seems in Serenity. The clues mount to reveal a shocking discovery, 
connecting their ideal crime-free community to some of the greatest criminal 
masterminds ever known. The kids realize they can trust no one—least of all 
their own parents. 

*You can read any of the books in the “Masterminds” series!  

 

Framed! by James Ponti  

So you’re only halfway through your homework and the Director of the FBI 
keeps texting you for help…What do you do? Save your grade? Or save the 
country? If you’re Florian Bates, you figure out a way to do both. Florian is 
twelve years old and has just moved to Washington. He’s learning his way 
around using TOAST, which stands for the Theory of All Small Things. It’s 
a technique he invented to solve life’s little mysteries such as: where to sit on 
the on the first day of school, or which Chinese restaurant has the best 
eggrolls. But when he teaches it to his new friend Margaret, they uncover a 
mystery that isn’t little. In fact, it’s HUGE, and it involves the National 
Gallery, the FBI, and a notorious crime syndicate known as EEL. Can Florian 
decipher the clues and finish his homework in time to help the FBI solve the 
case? 



*You can read any of the books in the “Framed!”series!  

Good Dog by Dan Gemeinhart  

 

Brodie was a good dog. And good dogs go to heaven. Except Brodie can't 
move on. Not just yet. As wonderful as his glimpse of the afterlife is, he 
can't forget the boy he left behind. The boy he loved, and who loved him in 
return. The boy who's still in danger. So Brodie breaks the rules of heaven. 
He returns to Earth as a spirit. With the help of two other lost souls -- lovable 
pitbull Tuck and surly housecat Patsy -- he is determined to find his boy and 
to save him. Even if it costs him paradise. Even if he loses his eternal 
soul.Because it's what a good dog would do. 

 

 

 

Arcady’s Goal by Eugene Yelchin  

 

For twelve-year-old Arcady, soccer is more than just a game. Sent to live 
in a children's home after his parents are declared enemies of the state, it 
is a means of survival, securing extra rations, respect, and protection. 
Ultimately, it proves to be his chance to leave. But in Soviet Russia, 
second chances are few and far between. Will Arcady seize his 
opportunity and achieve his goal? Or will he miss his shot? 

 

 


