
Mrs. Sorna’s Summer Reading List 
 

 

 

 

Nancy Drew and the Clue Crew by Carolyn Keene (*Series) 
Nancy and her two best friends, George and Bess, are so excited! 

They have been invited to Deirdre's sleepover party! There will be 
pizza, cake, and even a pajama fashion show. But the most 
exciting thing is that the party has a City Girls doll theme. All of 

the guests are bringing their dolls with them!  
 

But then Deirdre's City Girls doll -- Hollywood Heather -- goes 
missing. Is her sleepover ruined? Or is there a detective in the 
room who can make sense of this mystery? 

 
*Any book from the Nancy Drew series is a good choice. 

 

 

 
 

 

The Zack Files: My Great-Grandpa is in the Litter Box  by 
Dan Greenburg and Jack E. Davis (*Series) 
 
What I wanted was a cute little kitten. Instead, I got a tough 
tomcat that talks. And that's not all! He says he's my Great-
Grandpa Julius and he needs my help. And messy litter box or 

not, family is family! 
 

*This is the first book in The Zack Files series.  Any book in this 
series is a good choice. 
 

 

 

 
The Ghost Horse by George Edward Stanley  

 
Can Emily free the ghost horse? Emily Clark has just moved. She 

doesn’t like her new house, and she doesn’t like her new town. 
But one night she wakes up to find a horse in her backyard—a 
ghost horse! Where did he come from? And why is he haunting 

Emily’s backyard? Only by solving the mystery can Emily set the 
ghost horse free. 
 

*Many books in the Stepping Stones Mysteries collection are good.  
However, please keep in mind that the decoding level in this 

collection of books varies. 
 



 

 
 

 

Stage Fright on a Summer Night by Mary Pope Osborne and 
(*Series) 
 

The show must go on! That's what Jack and Annie learn when the 
Magic Tree House whisks them back to Elizabethan England. 
There they meet William Shakespeare himself—one of the greatest 

writers of all time! But Mr. Shakespeare's having a hard time with 
some of the actors in his latest show. Are Jack and Annie ready to 

make a big entrance? Or will it be curtains for Shakespeare? 
 
*Any book in the Magic Tree House series is a good choice.  

However, please do not read Night of the Ninjas, and Hour of the 
Olympics, which are part of our reading curriculum. 

 

 

 
 

 

Amber Brown is Not a Crayon by Paula Danziger (*Series) 
 

Amber Brown and Justin Daniels are best friends. They've known 
each other for practically forever, sit next to each other in class, 
help each other with homework, and always stick up for each 

other. Justin never says things like, "Amber Brown is not a 
crayon." Amber never says, "Justin Time." They're a great team—
until disaster strikes. Justin has to move away, and now the best 

friends are fighting. Will they be able to work it out before it's too 
late? 

 
*Any book in the Amber Brown series is a good choice. 
 

 

 
 

 
Henry Ford: Putting the World on Wheels by the editors of 

Time for Kids and Dina El Nabli (*Series) 
As a young boy, Henry Ford was fascinated by technology and 

how objects worked. His childhood interests led him to leave the 
Ford family farm in Michigan in search of a career with 
machinery, and the rest is automotive and economic history. 

TIME For Kids® Biographies help make a connection between the 
lives of past heroes and the events of today. Henry Ford made 

cars affordable, turning them into the primary means of travel for 
Americans. His innovations, including the assembly line, are still 
benefiting us today. 

 
*Any book from the TIME For Kids® Biographies series is a good 

choice. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Amber-Brown-Crayon-Paula-Danziger-ebook/dp/0142406198/ref=sr_es_i_1_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494441134&sr=1-1&keywords=Amber+Brown


 

 
 

 

Nate the Great by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat (*Series) 
Nate the Great has a new case! His friend Annie has lost a 
picture. She wants Nate to help her find it. Nate the Great must 

get all the facts, ask the right questions, and narrow the list of 
suspects so he can solve the mystery. 
*Any book from the Nate the Great series is a good choice. 

 

 

 
 

 
Baseball’s Greatest Hitters by S.A. Kramer  

 
This Step into Reading Step 5 Sports Reader profiles the greatest 
hitters in baseball: Ted Williams, Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, Hank 

Aaron. Now updated to include Miguel Cabrera, who made 
baseball history by achieving the Triple Crown in 2012, and up-
and-comer Mike Trout. This star-studded survey remains 

contemporary by addressing the use of performance-enhancing 
drugs by some of baseball’s top stars. 

 
*Any book from the Step into Reading: Sports Readers collection is 
a good choice. 

 

 

 

 

I Am LeBron James by Grace Norwich 
 
I am basketball's biggest superstar--I am LeBron James. 

 
LeBron James was the MVP of the 2013 basketball season and he 
is one of the best basketball players of all time. His 

accomplishments on and off the court will appeal to a wide 
audience-especially boys. He's the perfect person to lead with as 

the I AM series expands to include more current subjects. 
 
*Any book in the I AM collection is a good choice. 

 



 

 
 

 

Looniverse: Stranger Things by David Lubar (*Series) 
 
LOONIVERSE is an exciting new series that combines fantasy and 

humor. In this first book, Ed finds a coin bearing the words 
"strange, stranger." Once this coin comes into his life, strange 
things start happening all around him. One of his friends gets 

stuck in midair, his brother turns into a pool float, and his 
sister's food makes its way off her plate! Even more bizarre events 

all lead up to a surprise ending, leaving Ed with a new 
responsibility and a realization that there's more to this 
mysterious coin than meets the eye! 

 
*Any book in the Looniverse series is a good choice. 

 

 

 
 

 

The Lucky Baseball Bat  by Matt Christopher  
 
Martin is new to the neighborhood, and wants to make a good 

impression on his new teammates. But when he loses his lucky 
baseball bat, Martin fears that he has also lost his ability to play 
baseball. Will Martin be able to continue his winning streak 

without the bat? 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Marvin Redpost: Kidnapped at Birth? by Louis Sachar (*Series) 

 
Marvin Redpost has never felt like he fits in with his family. So 

when he hears a news report about a missing prince who looks 
just like him, he knows exactly what happened. Now all he has to 
do is tell Mr. and Mrs. Redpost that it’s time for him to move in 

with his real parents at the castle…. 
 

*Any book in the Marvin Redpost series is a good choice. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Gymnastics Jitters by Jake Maddox (*Series) 

Dana and the rest of the Raiders gymnastics team must learn 
how to deal with their biggest rivals, the Superiors. When the 
Superiors don't play fair, the Raiders learn a valuable lesson in 

sportsmanship. 

 
*Any book in the Jake Maddox Girls Sports series is a good 

choice.  
 

 

 

 
The Boxcar Children: The Ice Cream Mystery by Gertrude 

Chandler Walker (*Series) 
 
The owner of the Greenfield Ice Cream Barn has two new 

partners: her granddaughter Brianna and the horse Butterscotch. 
Benny frequents the Ice Cream Wagon, run by Brianna with 
Butterscotch's help. But who is trying to shut down the Ice Cream 

Barn? 
 

*Any book in The Boxcar Children Mysteries series is a good 
choice. However, please do not read books #2, #3, and #74, which 
are part of our reading curriculum. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Summer Pony by Jean Slaughter Doty  

Ginny has always dreamed of having her very own pony, so when 
her parents agree to rent her a pony for the summer, Ginny is 
thrilled! But when Mokey arrives, she is shaggy, dirty, and half-

starved–not at all what Ginny had in mind. Can Ginny still have 
the summer of her dreams? 

*Many books in the Stepping Stones Chapter Book collection are 

good.  However, please keep in mind that the decoding level in 
this collection of books varies. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Super Fudge by Judy Blume (*Series) 
 
Part of the classic Fudge series from Judy Blume, 

bestselling author of Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing! 
 
Farley Drexel Hatcher—otherwise known as Fudge—thinks 

he’s a superhero, but his older brother, Peter, knows Fudge is 
nothing but a big pain! Dealing with Fudge is hard enough, 

but now Peter’s parents have decided to move to New Jersey 
for an entire year! Even worse, Peter’s mom is going to have a 
new baby. And if this baby is anything like Fudge—help! How 

will Peter ever survive? 
 

*Any book in Fudge series is a good choice. However, please do 
not read Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great, which is part of 
our reading curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

Clementine by Sara Pennypacker (*Series) 
 

Clementine is having not so good of a week. On Monday she's 
sent to the principal's office for cutting off Margaret's hair.  
Tuesday, Margaret's mother is mad at her. Wednesday, she's 

sent to the principal again.  Thursday, Margaret stops 
speaking to her.  Friday starts with yucky eggs and gets worse. 
And by Saturday, even her mother is mad at her. Okay, fine. 

Clementine is having a DISASTROUS week. 
 

*Any book in Clementine series is a good choice.  
 

 

 
 

 
Mr. Macky is Wacky by Dan Gutman 

Something weird is going on! 

It's Presidents' Day! And Mr. Macky, the reading specialist, 

actually expects A.J. and his friends to read stuff about the 
presidents! Not only that, but he lives in a log cabin and thinks 
he's Abraham Lincoln! Is he for real? 

*Any book in the My Weird School series is a good choice. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Superfudge-Judy-Blume/dp/0142408808/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494434307&sr=1-1&keywords=super+fudge+series
https://www.amazon.com/Clementine-Sara-Pennypacker/dp/0786838833/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494438174&sr=1-1&keywords=Clementine

